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Passing a Stopped school bus with the stop arm out: 
 

To prevent a tragedy, motorists need to be extremely cautious when driving near school buses and obey laws 
designed to protect bus riders. Drivers must stop on the street or highway 20 feet or more from any school bus that 
has stopped and is flashing red warning lights. 

 This applies both to vehicles approaching from the rear and from the opposing lanes. 
 No vehicle may proceed until the bus resumes motion and has turned off the red warning lights. 
 The stop arm on the bus is an added communication to other drivers, but the lack of an extended stop arm 

is not reason to pass a bus whose red lights are flashing. 
 A vehicle driving on a four-lane highway, with at least two lanes of traffic traveling in the opposite 

direction, is not required to stop if the school bus is stopped in the opposing lanes. 

The Penalty: The penalty for first-time offenders is a three-month driver's license suspension, and on a second 
conviction within five years, could have their license suspended for a year. Offenders also can face fines of $150 
for the first conviction and $500 for subsequent offenses. 

 
 

Speeding in a School Zone: 
 
Under state law, the speed limit for all school zones is 20 mph, regardless of what the speed is on the road on 
which the school is located. However, that limit — which must be posted near the school — is only in effect from 7 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on days school is in session. Speeding is not the only thing prohibited in a school zone. Motorists are 
not allowed to pass other vehicles while in a school zone, and pedestrians have the right-of-way in a school zone 
crosswalk. 
 

The Penalty: In most cases, speeding in a school zone is a petty offense. That means it is punishable by a 
minimum fine of $150 for the first offense and $300 for further infractions. Motorists also must pay $50 to the 
school district in which the speeding violation happened. Speeding in a school zone is punishable by a fine and 
ticketed drivers must appear in court. 

 
 
Where to stop: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


